
February 16, 2015 
Lassie Classic 

My generation grew up with idealistic TV shows. We had the “Untouchables” which 
portrayed the FBI as incorruptible in the person of Elliot Ness, but we now know that 
the FBI, despite many idealists in their ranks, is corrupt from beginning to end, and 
from the core to as far out as it can reach, all in the name of protecting the most 
corrupt, the most profitable corruption, and keeping it unseen by those of us who 
would be shocked, disgusted, and dismayed at how we have, as a nation, been 
betrayed.  

No idealist in the FBI will ever rise high enough in the ranks, nor will they ever be 
able to band together in a way to root out all that is rotten and evil at their core. They 
investigate themselves. There is no oversight.   Congress is ignorant of the 
intricacies and of the intrigue, and they prefer it that way. Yes, both of them.  

Moving on. Another classic was “Lassie”, that smarter-that-all-the-Humans-around-
her, Collie dog. (SPOILER: “she” was always played by a male dog. I know, I know, I 
was so crushed when I found out, too.) 

Lassie’s job seemed to be solely to watch over Timmy, to the point where to this day 
we hear about Lassie in jokes:  

Lassie “Barks twice” (which is what I modeled my blog dog, “Barks Twice” on) 

Someone: “What’s that Lassie? You say Timmy fell down the well?” 

Everyone: Run in the direction where Lassie is running to go rescue Timmy 
from the well.  

Timmy always knew that no matter how much trouble he got into, Lassie would bring 
rescue and he would be just fine. Happy Ending. 

Well, “Timmy” in this case, is Tim Purdon.  

By now, everyone has heard that he is ‘stepping down’ as USAG of North Dakota. 
He pats himself on the back on his way out the door, portraying himself as a hero to 
Indian Country for ‘making it safer’.  He moves on to private practice on a National 
Scale, and that, my friends, requires a whole lotta moolah, and I’m sure he has 
plenty stashed away.  

What is not mentioned in any of the media is that his ‘stepping down’ is actually him 
being in so much hot water, so deep in the well of corruption, that a Congressional 
Subcommittee Hearing last Wednesday, nailed his balls to the floor.  

But as bad as it was, and him having to lose his job, it’s not a fraction of what should 
have happened. He should have been criminally investigated for among other 
things, accessory to child trafficking and tampering with witnesses, giving false 
statements, and very likely, much more, much deeper corruption.  
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Instead, he is allowed to ‘quietly leave’ and enjoy the profits from his malfeasance in 
office.  He should have been handcuffed and frog-marched into a holding cell, but he 
is not only allowed to walk away a free and wealthy man, but allowed to promote 
himself as the hero of Indian Country.  

I’m sure his private practice will be well-funded by eager clients. His close ties with 
the Yanktons, their close ties with Tex Hall, and all those child traffickers, child 
rapists that he refused to investigate or charge, will fill up his client list very quickly.  

So, while it is notable that he is stepping down, I remind all that it comes at a steep 
price to everyone except Timmy. People lost their jobs, were threatened, harassed, 
attacked, and worse, because he was protecting predators.  

People, good and decent people, courageous people risked everything to first bring 
him information and then suffered the consequences as he used his high office to 
attack, threaten, and harass those same people.  

But they didn’t quit. Under great threat to keep silent, they spoke out.  

It’s a pity that all they got for their efforts is his walking away without consequences 
for his actions.  He has 45 days to destroy his hard drives, paper trails, and any 
other evidence because no one locked him out of his office.  

He is being replaced by someone just like him. A man who was his Right-Hand 
throughout all of this and will doubtless carry on the same as Timmy Purdon did, and 
for the same reasons.  He knows better than anyone, the crimes committed by Tim 
Purdon, and unless his first move is to arrest him and charge him with those crimes, 
nothing has changed.  

People risked their personal safety to testify at that hearing. But there is no video of 
it and so it is not likely that Purdon will ever suffer even the mildest professional 
humiliation of being called out for his corruption.  

I have asked for a transcript, but the likelihood of that happening are as remote and 
cold as the days of Black & White, Wrong and Right TV and TV shows.  

Children are no safer now than they were before the hearings took place. Predators 
are still free to abuse, rape, buy, sell, murder the children and everyone will be so 
busy thinking something big changed, no one will really notice.  

This was not a hearing to end the harm, it was cleanup operation designed to give 
the aggrieved a chance to be heard by a handful, and to feel like what they have 
done has changed things.  

It’s also designed to discourage anyone from ever trying to root out the evil ever 
again. It’s a lesson to others:  
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“Risk your life. Be attacked. Lose your income. Be ridiculed. Be ignored. And if you 
persist, if you will not be silent, we will have a small, tiny hearing in a closed room 
and we will move one of the pieces out of play, but there will be no consequences 
for those who committed the evil and no consequences for those who continue the 
evil.  

You merely get to wear yourself out doing the right thing. There is nothing in this for 
you.” 

They won’t even publicly embarrass Tim Purdon. It’s a mockery.  

The best people I know have put everything they have into this, but the system is still 
so corrupt and that corruption run so deep for so long, that it is immune even, to 
public scrutiny.  

Children are raped, forced to live with registered sex-offenders, their reports of rape 
ignored a thousand times a thousand, and Tim Purdon gets to dance his way off 
stage in a storm of congratulations for a fine job.  

They won’t even let us look in and see what was said and done. We’re supposed to 
be happy, satisfied that one tiny pawn in their scheme was sacrificed. That’s 
supposed to make all this go away.  We’re supposed to think we’ve ‘won’ something.  

Until Purdon and the rest of them are frog-marched into criminal court, until the 
videos of the hearings are made public and splashed from coast-to-coast, nothing is 
won.  

We either redouble our efforts, our attention on what is rotten in Indian Country and 
we refuse to accept this crumb of a victory as if the whole loaf, and we continue to 
learn more, pursue more, demand more.  

We must continue to support and be vigilant over those who put so much into this so 
that we take this small chip out of the wall and we all keep swinging at it by 
demanding those we elected answer personally for what they have or have not done 
to rescue those children they know about in Indian Country, specifically in Spirit Lake 
Reservation.  

Good people started this. Good people have been fighting this. Good people have 
given it their all. Media only covers a sliver of it. Elected only send form letters in 
response. They expect us all to go quietly now, now that they have given us a 
crumb.  

I won’t. And from what I know of those who put their lives on the line to get it this far, 
neither will they.  Our silence is the only thing that will defeat us and those who are 
in there, fighting. We must make our voices heard. We must continue in every way 
we can, to contact, inquire, and demand answers.  
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It’s up to us to not allow Timmy to have this Happy Ending. It’s up to all of us to 
hound him from every level, until he faces criminal charges for the crimes he has 
committed.  It’s up to us to see to it that he does not profit from not charging adults 
who raped children, beat children, trafficked children.   

The crimes against those children are crimes against all of us, and against our 
future.  Those fighting to expose these crimes are fighting for our future.  

History of Abuse 

Corporations have been at war with the environment since Contact.  The wealthy 
have used the politicians to give them free reign over land, water, air with no 
consequences for the damages they create.  

If you rob a bank of $50 you go to prison. If the bank robs you, all of us, of billions, 
they get a small fine, get to keep their ill-gotten gains, and stay in business, get huge 
bonuses and get to rob us all again.  

If you and I commit a crime against a corporation, we go to jail. If they commit a 
crime against us, stealing our money, our homes, fouling our air, poisoning our 
water, they get a small fine that doesn’t even begin to touch the profits they reaped 
as they destroyed the environment, the economy, and our communities.  

Corporations and their henchmen get richer, more powerful and we have less and 
less power, and we can’t even trust our water for drinking, bathing, or washing. Our 
children get sick. Our animals get sick, and those who spread that sickness get 
richer and more powerful.  

One of the perks of the powerful, their proof of how powerful they are, is in the types 
of crimes they commit and get away with.  The powerful can rape, and even rape 
children and get away with it, because they have a network in the system that favors 
them, protects them and they have no fear.  Rape is the ultimate proof of power.  

It is as if when the wealthiest, the most powerful, the politically connected or 
celebrities with clean images (thanks to lawyers) commit crimes, those crimes don’t 
count as ‘real crimes’. They are reduced to ‘mistakes’, ‘misunderstandings’, and 
small settlements are reached behind closed doors, sealed by non-disclosure 
agreements that only protect the predators.  

We allow ourselves to judge every crime in our social discourse, from robbery to 
murder, but when it comes to rape, we suddenly want to make sure no one says 
anything bad about the accused rapist.  An excellent piece was recently posted by 
comedian Bobbie Oliver in her blog. It describes the dynamic of social resistance to 
even looking at rape. She uses the current issue of Bill Cosby, a powerful celebrity, 
vs his accusers and how his accusers are presumed to be the attackers. It portrays 
our acceptance as a society, of rape, as being the fault of the victim, or casting the 
victim as a liar.  I highly recommend you read it.  
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In the same way we accept that children who are raped are either ‘mistaken’ or 
‘lying’ or ‘put up to it’, before we even investigate. Especially if the accused is a 
person of power, influence, wealth or celebrity.  

We all pay the price, in our tax dollars, in how little we have for our own needs, and 
in our lost sense of security.   

Our environment is being damaged to the point that it’s a wasteland. We do not yet 
know how to heal the environment from the damage that is being inflicted for profit. 
We do not know how to cure the sicknesses that come from the poisoned air, water 
and soils. 

Children, these children are the ones that are going to have to pursue the dreams 
and do the work of healing all that we have allowed to be broken.  

That can never happen for any of us if we don’t stop the powerful from breaking our 
children.  The only thing that will stop them is consequences.  Criminal charges have 
to be laid and pursued and we have to be the driving force that pushes for that to 
happen.  

We know this is happening everywhere. But we also know that in Spirit Lake 
Reservation there is a clear and bright light shining on who the bad guys are and we 
know where the wounded children are--- this is where we must begin.  We cannot 
turn our backs on what we already see so clearly if we want to ever even begin the 
work of rooting out the evil that infests all communities, we must start where we see 
it the most and where we know there are already fighters battling the evil.  

It is as though Betty Jo Krenz, Kevin Cramer and Thomas Sullivan and all those 
working with them have knocked out a clearing that gives us a clear look into what 
was previously hidden from us by ignorance and political glad-handing and the 
accepted fiction generated from the days of the penny novels up until the present.  

Here is where we can see it. And we can see that it is connected to so many more 
powerful agencies and organizations that also indulge in the corruption and protect 
the predators.  It’s in the very heart of America, and for that reason, we must put all 
we have into that spot because it’s already been cleared for us to see.  

We can see the crimes. We can demand Justice. Without Justice, nothing changes 
except the names of the predators’ apprentices.   

All of this work, taken at extremely high personal costs to those who fought this fight 
and who continue to fight this fight, means nothing if we don’t demand real Justice. 
We have to say that the crimes committed are crimes, not ‘mistakes’ and not 
‘misunderstandings’ and the predators and their protectors should not be allowed to 
pat themselves on the back as they walk off the stage. 

Now we must demand to see and learn more. We must, where we can, support 
those who are filing reports, stepping forward, giving statements. We must demand 
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that those who are elected, those whom they appoint, are all held accountable.  That 
those who have committed or covered up crimes are brought to Justice, not to fund 
raisers. 

This is where it starts. This is where we strike at the roots of evil. This is where we 
must stay focused. There will be attempts, PR both subtle and overt, to discourage  
& distract us from that focus. 

It’s our future at stake. If we can’t make safe the children on that one reservation, it 
means we can’t make children safe anywhere--- because we accept rape and child 
rape as the fault of the victim, and not as a symptom of a corrupted system.  

Black & White TV, Wrong & Right shows inspired us because it’s how we want to 
believe we are.  It’s what we want us to be. That’s going to take work.  We have to 
learn to work together because the opposition clearly works together to take all that 
we hold near and dear, all that we think we are, all that we want to be, away from us.  

I’m not naïve. I’m not Pollyanna (another classic that misled us into thinking that the 
world will play fair if we just believe it will play fair).  I’m a person who has seen 
some of the worst and absolutely the very best in Human Beings and I have seen it 
on the Rez.  

I know that what is missing from the rez is Justice. I know that what is in abundance 
on the rez is corruption.  

I know that if we work to bring Justice to the rez, the community will begin to heal 
because there are that many good people still there, still doing the right thing, 
despite the overwhelming force of the opposition.  They’ve been doing the right thing 
long before I started this blog.  If we abandon them and their efforts, we squander 
the one opportunity we will ever have in our lifetime, to come together and support 
those efforts with our voices, letters, emails, faxes and political will.  

Tim Purdon is a domino. Demand he be investigated. Demand he be uncovered for 
his crimes and for his protection of predators. He’ll spill on those above and around 
him that are also involved if we give him nowhere to go where this doesn’t follow 
him.  

Pursue the questions on him, and all the others. Kevin Dauphinais Brownshield and 
Myra Pearson, Kristi Whishinsky and her trafficking of children to felons… make 
them answer. At the very least, make them uncomfortable.  

But whatever you do, do not let them praise themselves, do not let others praise 
them as heroes when the truth is that they have done nothing but protect predators 
and profited from it at our expense.  

Most of the criminals and the violence we fear today is because of the violence 
committed upon children who survived and became criminals themselves.  They 
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were shown, for generations, that the laws don’t apply to the worst of the worst, only 
to those who lack political protectors.  

We have to not accept that the wealthy, the powerful, the politically connected are 
not real criminals when they are committing real crimes.  Equal justice is the only 
way we can have healing of our communities and our environment.  It starts with the 
children.  Protect them and we begin to protect the future.  

We have to look at rape as real. We have to take accusations seriously and 
investigate them seriously.  Those who make false accusations are not to be 
tolerated. But where in cases such as Steubenville, OH and other places, there are 
videos of unconscious girls being raped and gang raped, we cannot accept that ‘they 
asked for it’.  We cannot accept rape, and especially cannot accept child rape as 
‘boys being boys’ or worst of all blaming the victims.   

Where there are multiple reports of children being forced to live with registered sex-
offenders, abusers, we cannot assume ‘it will work itself out’ or ‘they’ll get over it’… 
would you? Would your child?  

We have allowed too much privilege to the wealthy, the powerful, the celebrities and 
the politically connected. We have given them a green light to rob us, rape our 
children, and walk away with no criminal charges, no consequences for too long.  

If we cannot expect Justice to be delivered equally, then essentially, we do not have 
any Justice, we have only the illusion of Justice and illusions, when they shatter, can 
bring down a nation. Our nation was founded on Equal Justice for all. It’s time we 
employed that simple foundational concept more fully.  It is intended to serve us all.  
It was never intended to allow “too big to jail”, “too big to charge in criminal court.”  

This is how and where we ‘take our country back’. We take it back from those who 
have exploited us, broken our children, sickened our future, poisoned our waters, 
lands and the very air we breathe.  

We cannot heal ourselves, we cannot help others to heal until there is real Justice.  
Justice. Not money thrown into the same corrupt system. Justice.   

The hard work has been done by those who managed to get this to a Congressional 
Hearing. All we have to do is see it, and to know what it is we are seeing.  

And then the real work continues.  It’s up to all of us to find a way, to make this 
happen. Thank and support those who have risked everything.  

Never quit.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 


